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20™ November 2012
Dear The Honourable Prime Minister

As members of parliament we have been supporting the work of Animals Asia for a number of years.
We have recently become aware of the situation with regards the possible eviction of the Animals Asia
Vietnam Bear Rescue Centre from Tam Dao National Park due to the land being declared of national
defence significance..

Animals Asia is devoted to ending the barbaric practice of bear bile farming and improving the welfare
of animals in Vietnam. Animals Asia has been working in partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development since 2005.

The possible closure of the established rescue centre would see 104 bears that have been rescued from
the bile industry evicted, 77 local Vietnamese staff made unemployed, and financial losses to Animals
Asia of more than US$§4 million. The local economy that depends on the centre would be severely
impacted, and the Viethamese government’s commitment to ending bear bile farming would be called
into question.

The eviction is in direct violation of the government’s 2005 agreement with Animals Asia to fund and
develop a facility on 12 hectares of the park that would permanently rehabilitate and house 200
endangered bears rescued from the illegal bear bile industry. This agreement was approved and
endorsed by your office.

Currently 104 bears rescued from the bear bile industry are living on the site. The bears are being
rehabilitated after years of trauma from being locked up in small cages and milked for their bile. These
bears will be forced to return to cages to be relocated. This will have a major negative impact on their
mental and physical well-being. Some will inevitably need to be euthanised and it is likely to take at least
two years to establish a new centre with outdoor enclosures.

On 26 April 2012 the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development issued a directive ordering the
Tam Dao National park director to allocate the land to the bear rescue centre in line with the original
agreement with Animals Asia.

The claim that the land in question is an area of national defence significance is questionable, given that
the centre has been in operation since 2005 and that the Chat Dau Valley, where it is located, has been
used for tourism and other private purposes since the park opened in 1996.

We urge you to intervene in this matter and ensure the rescue centre remains in Tam Dao National Park
and Animals Asia are allowed to continue their vital rehabilitation and education work in partnership
with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.
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We congratulate you on taking the steps to end the bear bile practice in Vietnam and look forward to
hearing progress with regards this case and the future of the rescue centre and the bears.

Yours sincerely,
\ D
/\/v&u\ Vo \

Neil Parish MP
Chairman of the Associate Parliamentary Group for Animal Welfare
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Vietnamese Ambassador to the UK

The Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

12 Victoria Road

London

W8 5RD

His Excellency Mr PHAM Sanh Chau
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